UV is breaking new ground
in the production of tinplate
Hoffmann Neopac benefits from the many years’ experience
with UV curing in metal decorating – IST Metz as technology
partner from the company’s inception
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Changeover to UV
has paid off
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in energy consumption. As a Swiss
company, the business benefits from
the fact that the Swiss VOC incentive

“Our aim throughout the production
is

to

manage

the

tax, which has to be paid when using
solvents, ceases to apply when VOCfree UV inks are used.
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One less printing operation
thanks to UV

carefree package in the form of an
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Ease of use, alongside output control,
was a further deciding factor in
favour of IST Metz for Hoffmann
Neopac. Quick lamp changes also
played an important role. Moreover,
only original UV lamps from IST Metz
are used in Thun today. The company

Printing tinplate sheets requires special experience

has found that its service life is

because of the material’s properties and the special

higher by a factor of 5 to 7 compared

appearance.

with contract manufacturers. This
is one of the reasons why we have
now entered into a virtually all-round,

Your SPECIALIST Mario Werner
Sales manager for the metal decorating industry,
IST Metz

“Metal decorating would not be
what it is today if it wasn‘t for
UV technology”
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Lower stacks are formed by double stacking in the
delivery, thereby reducing the risk of marking-off and
ghosting effects.
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Recyclable metal packaging

able to familiarise themselves with

or later, digital printing systems will

As

this benefit, the company provides

be used and, with them, LED curing.

a

manufacturer

packaging,

of

Hoffmann

metallic
Neopac

information on its own website

IST Metz is one of the providers of

points to the beneficial properties

(www.metaliseternal.com) about the

such systems. This trend would see

of the material for recycling. As it

durability of metal as a packaging

a significant boost, according to

is endlessly recyclable, it enables

material.

Michael Wagner, if the manufacturers

a sustainable use of resources

of printing and LED systems together

and helps to avoid waste. The

Even though Michael Wagner expects

with the ink industry were to develop

EU Commission only talks about

there to be fewer large printing

an integrated overall system. This

‘permanent packaging material’ in the

presses on the shop floor in the future

could save users from learning the

case of two materials. One of these

when it comes to digital printing, they

hard way over the next few years.

is metal. So that end customers are

will not disappear entirely. Sooner

Michael Wagner (left), COO and Production Manager
Urs Mauerhofer (right) with Mario Werner from IST Metz
in front of the final curing stage with four UV units.

Traditional company focusing on
tubes and metal cans
Hoffmann Neopac AG is a family-run company located in
Thun in Switzerland. The company produces high quality
In addition to embossment, the can

metal and plastic packaging on five sites: cans at Hoffmann

also still has a metallic gloss effect

in Thun and at CMP in Holland, Polyfoil® and plastic tubes

for the Neos mini.

at Neopac in Switzerland and Hungary. International
pharma, cosmetics and consumer goods manufacturers
in the markets of Europe and North America feature
among the longstanding customers. The company recently
acquired the majority shareholding in 3D Technopack Ltd
from Mumbai, India, thereby securing a foothold in the
Asian market. With the new production facility in the US,
the company employs a workforce of more than 1000 and
has capacity for 1.3 billion tubes.

Source Hoffmann Neopac
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